Congressional
r‘é\ Research Service

Informing the legislative debate since 1914

Foreign Language anéslInte

Federal Aid Under Title V
Education Act

Updafaduary 9, 2008

Congressional Research Service

https://crsreports.congress.gov
RL31625

CRS REPORT
Prepared for Members and
Committees of Congress




Foreign Language and International Studies: Federal Aid Under Title VI of the Higher Education Act

Summary
T

itle VI of the( HEAhmrtre tEdaitciad n aoln —Bduttchaotriiozne sP rao g r
variety of grants to institutions of higher educ
instruction in foreign language and area studies
Department (oEfD)E duwcoagtriaoms of support to higher ed:
Title VI of the National Defense Education Act o
placed by the federal government onn&LAS, especi
security, and trade competitiveness. Interest 1in
supporting FLAS has increased recently due to co
regions which are infrequentdyriawladed in Amer i
Al 't hough HEA Title VI authorizes -fefvethsaloflishenc
funds are usedNaftarontawo Lafn gtulnegsee and Area Centers
Fell owships. This pair of pswgpaeamtse hasvsndomgTibteleen
the otherscafre smpplementary activities i1intended
the Business and International Educational Educa
programs (e. g.ourtchee (leanntgeura gper oRgersa m) .

There appears to be broad agreement that 1interac
cultures from throughout the world is increasing
invol ving nationsibrabeedndatmahladlioatetastargue
impossible to predict which nations will generat
is required to develop the necessary human capit
provitedomeosource for i1instgiugrifoincamt alldngudages
However, it may be questioned whether this suppo
government, and whether 1ist csoHhdwlgd sibeeasnfdoomnsi evde rsn
federally operated language schools, or both.

It is 1iketTogngrmasgs twiel ll ldonsider reauthorizing t
issues regarding HEA Title VI include the follow
suppoeritgnfolranguage and areas studies in American
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Foreign Language and International Studies: Federal Aid Under Title VI of the Higher Education Act

Introduction

Title VI of the HigheB82Bduaestimbendaed) i HEA] Edlu.c a
Programshorizes a variety of grants to institut:i
i tituti oonsse foofr etnhhea npcuirnpg i nstruction in foreig:
is one of the oldest, continuous programs o0
ted as Title VI of the Natio#®a4) DefFense Ed
a historical role g@gbvechmengatdosappobli £h
i-dbinssc i fmluikrmaa tsdtevpdairetsme nt s 1in many colleges
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d programs in less commonly taught 1 an
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e long history of this program reflects the sp
FLAS, especially wi tnha trieosnpaelc ts etcou rdiitpyl,o mancdy t r a d e
t1le
regarding terrorism arising from fore
co

in HEA Ti VI and other federal programs suppo
concerns ig
Amer poast s e ndary curricula, and a related intert

As with the rest of the HEA, Title 'WI may be con
Congress. This report is intended to provide an
reauthorization 1ssues.

Aut horized Activities and The

The appropriation Title VI remained at $93.1 mil
Tabllleet sts each of the specific activities curren:
average size of individidahppreptsationFY206887) het
Administration budget request.

The authorization and appropriations statutes fo
Department of Education (ED) in allocating funds
consmntrea on this discretion include the provision
(A, B, and C€C) under which the Title VI activitie
activit yyear abamuilst,i with irmep lyiecairts .obligations fo

The Higher Educati oPn LA-thd)d danuetnhtosr iozfe WlcOHYi & w(ms Vi s at

neceStsharroough December 31, 200HEATkxpstratdutadr ¥t hau
of FY2004; however, they have been AaTcheeedtalsyt ext e
specific authorization was for FY1999, at $80 mi
million for Parte€. thhe¢ HBEAmohksotpmrmravild% of Part
Undergraduate International Studies and Foreign
As can UBlableewhiile HEA Title VI aut horizes a r1 el ¢
activities, afpipfrtohxsi noaft etlhye tfhurnedes are used for tw
Language and NArAeCas )Ceamtde rFsLAS Fel 1l ows hi ps. These |
in that almost all NLAC grant recipients also re
some of their graduate students (a s mallslo number

1 This information will be replaced by the FY2008 appropriation and FY28@%est for each activity upon release of
the Administration’s budget request for FY20009.

2The most recent extension of these authorities goes through July 31, 2007, under the First Higher Education Extension
Act of 2007 P.L. 11644).
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Table |.Title VI, Higher Education Act: Programs to Support Foreign Language and Area Studies (FLAS)

FY2008
Average Administration
Award FY2007 Budget
Program Major Activities (FY2007) Appropriation Request
Part A—International and Foreign Language Studies
National language and Support for institutional programs of advanced instruction in FLAS at IHEs (or consortia), $231,000 $28,850,000 $28,850,000
area centers including research, development, summer programs, and outreach/consultative services
to other IHEs, governments, businesses, and professional or trade associations. Centers
are to maintain linkages with overseas IHEs and other organizations, as well as specialized
library collections. Funds may be used for faculty/staff travel costs.
Language resource Aid to a limited number of national centers to establish and operate programs of $320,000 $4,800,000 $4,800,000
centers instruction in less commonly taught languages, research on foreign language instruction
and performance assessment methods, operation of intensive summer language institutes,
preparation of instructional material
this area.
Foreign language and Fellowships for graduate students of high academic potential in FLAS programs (either full $27,000 $29,130,000 $29,130,000
area studies fellowships  year or summer). Grants are made by ED to participating IHEs (including most recipients (average
of National Language and Area Center grants), which then select fellowship recipients. fellowship)
The use of stipends may include foreign travel (for students and dependents).
Undergraduate Development and/or operation of expanded and/or innovative FLAS programs at the $75,000 $4,320,000 $3,975,000
International Studies and  undergraduate level, including use of new technologies to increase access to such
Foreign Language instruction, establishment of internships, development of study abroad programs, or
Programs partnerships with K-12 schools. Priority is given to IHEs which require all entering
students to complete at least two years of foreign language courses and/or require
students to take 2 or more years of such courses in order to graduate from the IHE.
Required non-federal match of 33.3% (if provided in cash by private sector corporations
or foundations) or 50% (if provided in cash from institutional funds or in kind from any
source).
International Research Support for research and studies of the need for foreign language instruction and for $133,000 $5,822,000 $5,552,000
and Studies Projects FLAS specialists, publication of specialized instructional materials, assessment of the
effects of HEA Title VI programs (including the utilization of program graduates),
research and development on improved methods of FLAS instruction, and evaluation of
methods to test language competency. Major recent efforts to evaluate the effectiveness
of HEA Title VI programs (described below) have been funded under this provision.
Technological Innovation  Support for IHEs and/or libraries (or consortia) to develop innovative technologies to $170,000 $1,700,000 $1,700,000

and Cooperation for

organize, preserve, and disseminate information in foreign languages or on foreign
regions. Required non-federal match of 33.3%.
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FY2008

Average Administration
Award FY2007 Budget
Program Major Activities (FY2007) Appropriation Request

Foreign Information
Access
American Overseas Grants to consortia of American IHEs to establish and/or operate overseas research $83,000 $1,000,000 $1,000,000
Research Centers centers. Eligible centers must receive at least 50% of their financial support from U.S.

sources and have a “permanent presenc
Part B—Business and International Education Programs
International Business Support for IHEs or consortia to establish or operate comprehensive national centers $344,000 $10,650,000 $10,650,000
Education Centers that provide interdisciplinary instruction and technical assistance combining business and

international studies; conduct research on ways to strengthen international aspects of

business and professional curricula and to promote the international competitiveness of

U.S. businesses; increase understanding of the culture of U.S. trading partners; and serve

as resources to meet the international educational needs of businesses and other IHEs

located in their region. Funded centers must establish a broadly representative advisory

council. Required non-federal match of 10% (first year), 30% (second year), or 50% (third

and succeeding years).
Business and Assistance to IHEs for educational programs that combine business and international $83,000 $4,320,000 $3,935,000
International Education studies, and promote linkages between |HEs and business firms. Required non-federal
Projects match of 50%.
Part C—lInstitute for International Public Policy
Institute for A grant to a consortium of an IHE serving substantial numbers of African American or $1,600,000 $1,600,000 $1,600,000
International Public other underrepresented minority students, a Historically Black College or University,
Policy and/or an IHE with programs for training foreign service professionals, to prepare African

American and other underrepresented minority students for international and foreign

service careers with the federal government or private international organizations.

Students apply as sophomores to participate in a five-year sequence of sophomore and

junior summer policy institutes, junior year study abroad, intensive language training,

internships, and graduate study. Required non-federal match of 50%. An Interagency

Committee on Minority Careers in International Affairs is also established under this

Part.
General Provisions
Evaluation and Evaluation, outreach, and information dissemination for all HEA Title VI programs na $800,000 $800,000
Dissemination
Peer Review Peer review of all award applications na $149,000 $149,000
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FY2008

Average Administration
Award FY2007 Budget
Program Major Activities (FY2007) Appropriation Request
Total — — $93,141,000 $93,141,000

Source: U.S. Department of Education. Budget Service. Fiscal Year 2008 Justifications of Appropriations Estimates to the Congress.
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Program Direction Through Appropriatic

During the years of increased funding for Title
provisions in annual approprchaspens fycnotandl yon
general activities for which funds are to be use
which aided students are to specialize (e. g., st
nations). The FY200D@n DAppr o pR.nld.tlollh Eddctat (
accompanying clHnRepi 4)2 li0dicel puodretd (2 number of ear m:
incrdasadd (i.e., thosss apprwveprntihaet parlvi ous year
Al t hough omitting these ear mar ks, the appropriat
AppropriationsP.Rleslou8indngco2PDBHrdl #4cBO G eponined
provisions sphbécidgiongstaed wbanguages to which Ti
The general stated pepmposenofhethisavgeidente madt
experts who have foreigwuliamgudges kpdadflidnet hy 4
areas of Central and South Asia, the Middle East
former Soviet Union, and provide new resources t
international expertise 1in thmrasle sdaacuwrtietgy ci mwtoa 1l a
other areas, includi’ng southeast Asia and Africa
The Consolidated APpiLodpdhD tnidorcso nAHtr RadE0 5> e@®@ dr t (
792 contain no constraints on the languages of e
programs. The act does earmark one vmpdmuadntongf th
national outreach, and 1information disseminati on

Title VI programs to be conducted by the Nationa

Evaluation of HEA Title VI Progr ams

Th
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Un
t h

significant,joansrodntHEAodr¢teée &Ff pvebknan
pregpaverdnthenttale Maotni onal Foreign Langua
y of Maryland (formerl Tahlte fohds Wog&t n
national Research and Studies program n
as t of the effects of HEA Title VI progra
gr In recent years, ED has provided fund
“Evaluation of Exchange, Language, I"hatse rwealtli onal
to prepare the report described immediately b

EEELbAScpP is intended to meet the evaluation
in general and specifically with respect to
L..6.03For both HEA TitHalyes Wlr oagnrda nt haed nFiunlibsrtieg
scribed later in this report), the project
gsbalkmtde dmdta reporting Sysdem,ofntdhd cTi talne «
ms. The project also is intended to develo
ed foreign language and international stud
needs. The pthaj¢catewnhl {(naestpoémationhl ) an
rogram. The evaluatioynesysperiOwWd3l){.1 D28 phas

report prkanmgudgbyadiNdLNat it aQednlt uFeyc:u rTihtey i
i / FiutHeeyisghitn Supporting Natedwanlad a tLeadh gtuhaeg ei 1
foreign language componeinnttse romatyi dnmale. , n
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3 For additional information on this project, daép://www.nflc.orgActivitieskelias.shtml
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education or other aspects ) -bafy sHEpAa dlmit d ims tVdr, e ch s
by ED. The authors of this report“adifdlcmde t hat
importance ‘ftd emasiardctiaapimnciintgy in the |l ess commonly
have had, now have, an df owi Itlh eh alvnei tsetdr aStteagtiecs iantp o
mo me HRosr. example, the authors of this report fou
grants enroll 59% o fL eaSlslmngornaldyu aTtaeu gshttu dLeamtgsu aigne st, h
thoselLéasotmmo nl v Tawmghages; and Title VI grants
devel opmenthadff overt hene ext books wused by I HEs 1in
Languages.

Selected HEA Title VI Reautho

The Higher Education Act mma ydubrei ntdo atshiadelsle0d The r
following section discusbkaetedomes wds twlei HIE Aadet]l
debated as part of that process.

Should the Federal Government Contimnue
Language and Area SttudtesibpmsAmér Hi gh e
Education Through HEA Title VI?

There appears to be broad agreement that 1interac
cultures from throughout the world is increasing
securitynovedodmmgs nations |large and small. I n orc

is deemed important that our mnation should provi
mini mum number of people to acquiraredwfinthd kno
worsl dnations and regions which are of current co

cultures have attracted major n a+tfioorn aelx aantptleen,t i o n
Af ghanistan Further, sitnovdhiicth malydilbd oinmgdomnsithloa
such concern in the future, and substantial time
capital, 1t 1is important to provi dse moanjgoori ng s upp
languages amd emulmawmrye so,f arhd minor ones.

So, the question 1is not whet fer tSiccagpliogn Liasngmpge
and cultures, typically defined as those in whic
especiall yhe¢ehe thdbtsedr ©fi tfr équceonltlleyg etsa uvagnhdt wuinni vte
Rather it may be questioned whether such support
government and 1f so, whet Ise rc oil tl esgheawusladt dbeas nfi oocnu s
fedeopé¢tyted institutions which are dedicated to
employees, or both. The federal government opera
t he govVserdninreenctt, i mmedi ateméontei ghhtabgfiageer bagn
Institute Foreign Language Center in Monterey, C
School for Language Studies in Arlington, Virgin
Overall, the s$pactfireablfyTithtepdbddwdlomp odngran
conduct educational pregepast dinsspgeicifcanshpj o
approach of the HEA. The primary strategy of the
basis of financial nefe d,ubagrdttso tloe abwe stthued i secedl et cot
mo s t instltutional aid, ot her t lmamre dTiitnlset i MIu,t iiosn ¢
such s Historically Black Colleges and Univers:i

HE A "[VlItlperOV1des a combination of institutional :
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(alt h o ufgahc entueldt)i fiel d, combined with fellowships
VI is one of only two HEA pr ogriasmst hfeo cnuossetd toanr gsep
those, and as such ré&quires particular justifica
The primary argument supporting this departure f
study of foreign languages and r eegciioanlsl yi s( bouft smpoce
only) with respect to national security, defense
continuati omns poefc isfuibcj eacitd aurnedae r Ti tl e VI would ar
instructional pr olgarnagnisa gien acnrdi tairceaal sftourdeiiegsn i s no
but should be suppmpetaetded ni bottiht fedenmaldy well a
accessible to the Nation at large. The ofeeds of
national requirements for persons knowledgeable
are needed not only for national defense and dip
activities to increase dinadwlrtstraensd ianngo mg tfhoer el rgma
addition, the research necessary to expand under
met hods of foreign |l anguage instruction, is much
institutionsahedrowl yndedsive language instruct:i
programs depends to a significant degree on the
foreign educational institutions, ahnds uicth itsi eesa s i
than federal government institutions whose motiyv
worl d

In addition, the support for a specific subject
scope is widened to nnttHandeEDedAaAlIrtaHo mgl nfcaw sED tth
postsecondary institutional and student aid 11 mi
agencies provide support to IHEs that is focused
on a mushalerghan HEA Title VI Examples include
and training by the National Institutes of Healt
and Human Services, support for sciememcand math
Foundation, and the 1like. Each of these subject
special mnational interest and therefore worthy o
I't might be argued that i1if suffilli emrto niudnbers of
adequate levels of instruction and research 1in ¢
targeted federal subsidies under HEA Title VI or
provided under Title Vde grse ed,e ecinte dmingehcte sbsea rlyi miot es
st-aptcosts of initiating instruction and/or T1ese
studies, not (as 1s currently the case) paying a
additi one mamoirce efyfsoort s mi ght be made to identify
recent 1immigrants to the United States from all
Certainly colleges and universities are 1interes:t
programsijvanhd foundations have occasionally prov
FLAS. I HEs, foundations, and ckhkrpdraupponstf(eqguhb
foregone tuition) to match grant sHawadwar ,s eivte riasd
di fficult for individual I HEs to offer instruct:i
such as Pashto or Farsi Proponents of Title VI
foundations, oruffiacicsnwouddehmhtaivee imse provide fu

4 The other subject arespecificHEA program is Title VHA-2, Graduate Assistance in Areas of National Need. This
program, funded at $31 million for FY2003, provides fellowships for graduate students in the areas of Biology,
Chemistry, Computer and Information Science, Engineering, @iealdScience, Mathematics, and Physics.

Congressional Research Service 8



Foreign Language and International Studies: Federal Aid Under Title VI of the Higher Education Act

should be s ted by the Nation as a whole for
federal aid r a program such as Title VI, it
l angesa and world regions would be insufficient t
funding, it 1s possible that the level of suppor
current needs (see bel ow).

Are HEA Title VI Progmoans nApgerdo pw it &t €Ol
Federal Efforts to Support Advanced Fc
St udi

S

(¢°]

w
~

This report focuses specifically on Title VI of
considered for re'&wtlgarcismat iacnk Hyeacrtaghessel (s%o uirsc et o
federal support for FLAS in U.S. colleges and un
the only source of such support, and 1t may be ¢
coordinated with othhetrherre lsaotmeed opfr of ghreasmes ,p roorg rva ms
consolidated with Title VI to improve coordinat:i
purposes Otfo TaadrediVlatiese the programs of the Fede
foreign langsagandaonechest’dfdEAr Sactoonal 6010 ¢d) ¢S ) )
The primary federal programs withepuangoshe relat
Defense Language Institute Foreign Language Cent
LanguagdeeS8t which provide 1ins t-—raurcet itohno steo acuutrhroernit
by the Mutual Educational and Cultura-Ha¥xchange
Act , particularly the subset of Stehceusrei ttyh aEtd uacraet ia
Program (NSEP); the Gilman International Scholar
conducteds uFnudnedr fEoDr t he I mprovement of Postsecon

Ful brHagyhst Act

The FuHbys gAdt authdbracesvatnaeambepriomarily a var
exchange activities administered by the Bureau o
Department of State. These are exchanges of grad
(1 .,othtymatednto foreign language and area st
variety of professi-wamy.cAdh bhwgghadcthicesietiaee, twlhhe
participants are citizens of mnations other than

- =0 o

In contr aisgtHd ytsh e rlowglrtarms most relevant to HEA Tit
EDs Office of Postsecondary Educatrielnat ewdhi ch sup

activities by American graduate studeonatds, and pro
travel abroad by doctoral students conducting di
All of these activities are available to U.S. c¢i
improving FLAS instructioersnsg Alhskbafdxghtcol leges
programs are much smaldltheim tetndl d&mpmo HEIAa 1 0 h
million for FY2003
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National Security Education Program

The NSEP, under the David L. Bo r 2Banu tNhaotriiozneasl aSe c u
program of aid for intermnational education and f

undergraduate a%Tdh rgerea dtuyaptees sotfu daesnstiss.t ance are au
scholarships for unde fgumcaddidinated gont cdbamtt ¥ yt o (dt)u gy
institutions of higher educ@triifioctaddi gs tlabdguvhgor
area studies areas,; and (c) fellowships to gradu
“cri’tfiocradlagiguage, disciplines, and area studies.

ontthird of annual grant funding to each of these

was initially provided in FY1992 fryemamwshiash amou
provided in annual appropriations bills.

Individuals who receive NSEP fellowships and sch
time to seek employment’of ni f “gnoaofdi”’efadili the ¢ c w thietyy ap
unsuccessful in obtaining such positions, they ¢
field of higher education in an area of study fo
From the begigmnmimng hafoutghi 2001229 institutional gr:
supporting the establishment of instructional an
taught languages and nations/regions at a wide Vv
di sadgadtminority students participating in 1inte
integrating foreign language and international s
fields. These activities havdeero fHEeAn Thetelre sVilmi lAa o
strategy has been announced for institutional gr
includes accelerated pur sugrta otfs af ofcd msgesd i pn Lsampzp
advanced study of nlkaamamsitt icartietdi cianl 2f0c0r2e iagand leax p |
by.L.300®%he Intelligence Authorization Act for |
The National Security Edaeadatooaom®mpbgmamt ( NSE®)no
the foreign language and area studies programs a
legislation. Unique elements of the NSEP, compar
international educatsomneoviergcheggeremantudad ( w
t h“gi l man Internatiofidds Scihbpddh rizehli pw)Priotgsr asnmuppor 't
undergradtste Howe der , there may be greater poten
institutional grants and HEA Title VI National a
The NSEP is administered WNpttibhamabDe PDedftemsmrt Unfi vDa
t hedagmde of a National Security Education Board
subject a‘cea’tioc hndatt iaorneal security are to be dete
account federal government neradwl adgoevellle aisn tthleo
areas. As with many’sopbPprolge afmsdsuppogodvagnmanter na
exchange, the NSEP is Ilgogeltymedmahi stgaadzahron
applications and oivemwm.s eEBhd hlensatwiatrudt ¢« oanfpeltitter nat
performs this role with respect to undergraduate
Devel opment (AED) does so for the graduate fello

5 Title VIII of P.L. 102183 the Intelligence Authorization Act, Fiscal Year 1992, as amended.

6 For more information on the Natial Security Education Program, <8RS Report RL31643\ational Security
Education Program: Background and Issubg Jeffrey J. Kuenzi and Wayne C. Riddle

7 In practice, this requireméehas been interpreted relatively broadly to include a wide variety of federal agencies and
positions. Seéttp://www.iie.orgtemplate.cfm?&templatepfogramsisepagencies.htm
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The NSEP began makinrg 1g9r99%nSt.s FEianr 1o ai ¢gne mishse, yleOad
is

e

FY1995 resc sions were passed by the House of R
program and returned all of its $150 million tru
compr omise witth utshte fSiennda twea,s tchu®. L .n6) hGadlfie¢e to $75
Department of Defense Appr PpLi-24)P Snest Achte faonrn uFails

funding level for the NSEP at $8 million, althou
by. L.30&7

The largest differences between the NSEP and HEA
requirement, is focused primartidlyatoeamd hELAS ngkitlol
needs of the federal g ouvnedr,n neenndt ,s uipsp ofritnsa nicnetde rvni aa
undergraduate students. In addition, the NSEP 1is
smaller in scale than Title VI.

Gilman International Scholarship Program

This relatively smallthaeWwnpeopgatamonsl adA¢dhde mzed
of 2000 EPTLt-3I@®NDbIwlhicth authorizes the appropriat:.i
scholarshipB8 BHdr upg. $0 SiS5ti0Den undergraduate (inc
students. The scholarships may be used to pay th
abroad expenses. In order to be eligibedre student
EDs Pell Gratrhtatprissgr aumder gr adua tien csotmied &natnsi 1fireosm
In the selection of grant recipients, preference
abroad. Students may studynamy stthbej ewootr 1 adn d etxrcacwpe

country i &ternatviefli”ewdasruneidnaghy t he Depart ment of St at
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“cri’ttioc anlat rdantal osre ot her interests. A primary pur
provide study abroad opportunities to students W
such program300Foacadhemi2d ORe ar, 179 students hayv
Sc hohliaprss. The Gilman program is administered by

governmental Institute of International Educatio

FIPSE International Progr ams

The Fund for the Improvement ofs P®fsftisceec oonfdary Ed
PostsecEnddiacarati on, administers a number of relat:
innovative approaches to U.S. postsecondary educ
the HEA. Althoughs spaifftomapla atipmeghdeve FI1 P S E

ported internatithmalprdduacayt itar geprtegr smp,port f
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the Program for North American Mobility 1in Hi
t he -Br.aSzir Hdglketi on Consortia Program, and

the Eur ope alin iCtoemdnushtiatyes of America Cooperat:i
Hi gher Education and Vocational Education anc

xX X X

8 For a discussion of the Pell Grant program, see CRS Report RL3B86ligher Education Act: Reauthorization
Status and Issueby Adam Stoll.

9 For example, such a FIPSE grant, along with funding from a number of other federal programs and agencies, has been
made to the National Foreign Language Center to support the development of LangNet, an online source for
dissemination of language teachimgources; setp://www.langnet.org
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10 As noted earlierS. 1799107" Congress) proposes that the National Research Council study théifgadib
establishing a National Language Foundation. See also Rich
Academic Sector: Re c o mmeNFldaPolicydssugsNdvember Z2080d ana Amkricak €ouncib n , ”

on EducationBeyond Septaber 11: A Comprehensive National Policy on International Educafioé?.
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planning to attempt to ’'sneahtndbdsh an enchdesi é6frodre rFall ASg o v
specialists in a coordinated manner.

Finally, it might be questioned whenhé¢HEshere sh
funded by HEA Title VI and the federal agencies
should there be some degree of explicit coordina
fellowships and institutiomaads gofinfedevidah g¢gheedfn
agencies, or should there be more sharing of r1es
bet ween federal |l anguage training institutions a
Should There Be Increas eadntTsa rogne tFionrge iogf
Languages and Wo€ldt"Ragkonstofo the Fe

Government?

Currently, HEA Title VI grants are’swsdghyfdicame¢r

languages and regions. A liisgigrgammtf 1tdei NiLAACt sa nfd
FY2020002 cycle reflects a’sbalegnowmsamdmg |laldli ngf ste
for study of dedhnedi ascéadhoseean which there 1s
trade or dipddmaebhich iateriesfirequaeanttilye sMuddld Ea
and South Asia, but also numerous grants for stu
frequently included in ITHE curricula without tar
While the lbadguvagegs omrs “cwaiisinchtle ems tof bteheir nat.ii
security or trade significance may vary over tin
unproductive to substantially shift Title VI fun
is i1identified, it should be possible to i1identify
which are infrequently taught in American [ HEs,
greater degree. This raisdesitsheongueastgiaandiafgz wha g
funds on different aefEbDvaltowrms, EbBDntghageghoanriegt
advisory body (such as the one which provides gu
responsible for all fveideireasl (FIsAS ipsrcougsrsacnds aabnodv ea)c
through authorizing or appropriations legislatio
As noTahlll é aseveral of ther HEWAi T¢tilbaVlIfpdegahmfun
withfadmral resources. For this and other reason
federal support for FLAS studies wunder this prog
direct—faimedlityn,g tehaTi tl e VI grants serve as a magrt
variety of institutional, foundation, corporate,
and pos $guballyi tayl”esbifg!Natlsiemg hel ess, it emraytle ques:t
scale of the HEA Title VI program, however wel.l
In contrast, opponents of increased targeting of
deemed to be critical curbllatiliyg mdghtatneclgypept hdit
languages and regions will be several years i1in t
applications and fully implementing new progr ams
focused on any uafcetrheamnt@Gi vdarnr tmhight be best, the
initiative of IHEs to develop and submit proposa
111t is sometimes argued that the receipt of grants under a competitive program such as HEA Title VI is perceived as a

“signal of quality” that fienfoundations er othes private seatqr funding séucces, mor e g

beyond specific matching requirements.
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support study of a comprehensive rangen of 1 angu:
the past, rather than attempting to direct grant
It is difficult to quantify the level of such na
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level of mneed sfpoerc iifnidci vliadnugaulasg ewiotth ot her skill s,
of foreign languages, world regions, and discipl
and that are infreguewidlpeggeaughtd umitvlee sndtiicsn

Anot heofssudlf language needs has recently been ¢
Of fice. The GAO report, which focused on 4 feder
Depart ment, t he Désp aFrotrneeingtn o(fo nGwemrnceiraédle Ser vi ce,

Bureau of Investi“gdthicorhangomgl sededrtihat environrt
globalization of the U.S. economy have significa
with foreign language skiltlgesThdsd rfamsd ad gasc iaa
as well as diplomats and intelligence specialdist
of ficials said that these shortfalls have har med
enfor ceme cte,, icmtuenltleirgeerrrori”3m, and diplomatic e
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